Table of Contents

The Ancient Landmark: Biblical foundations of infant baptism

Preface v
Chapter 1 The Testimony of the Early Church Fathers 1
Chapter 2 The Triune God and the Household Covenant 25

Into the Triune Name 25

The Divine Economy and the Human Family 34

The New Testament Household 42

Chapter 3 The Old Testament and the Threefold Witness 49

The Importance of the Old Testament 49

Israel's Ancient Institutions 52

God's Redemptive Acts 60

Proselyte Baptism 64

Chapter 4 The God of Abraham and the Covenant of Grace 69

The Seal of Covenant Righteousness 69

Election and the Covenant 75

Promise of Blessed Offspring 84

Chapter S Abraham's Seed and the New Covenant Sign 89

The Mediator of a New Covenant &9

The New Sign of Baptism 91
Application of the New Sign 103
God of Abraham 120
Chapter 6 Infant Baptism and Messiah's Threefold Office 123
Christ Our Prophet 124
Melchizedek Priesthood 136

Israel's Shepherd-King 143
Chapter 7 The Atonement and Infant Faith 151

"Limited Atonement?" 151
Antipaedobaptistic Unbelief 157

Exposing a Rationalistic Mind-Set 165



Chapter 8 Infant Baptism and the "Right to Choose"
"Soul Competency" and Religious Proxy
Abortion and Infant Baptism
Infant Baptism and Original Sin
The Inversion of the Gospel

Chapter 9 The Great Commission and the Generation Gap
Karl Barth and the Intergenerational Principle
Infant Baptism and the Discipleship Pattern
Child Education and the Covenant of Works

Chapter 10 The Son of David and the Seed of Woman
Eternal Generation and the Incarnation
King David and the Covenant of Grace
Christ and David's House
Jesse’s Rod and the Rod of Correction

Chapter 11 Sign, Sacrament or Baptismal Regeneration?
"Theological" or "Sacramental" Correlation?
"Instrumental Cause?"
"Sacramental" or "Salvific" Necessity?
Sacrament or Superstition?

Chapter 12 Infant Baptism and the Church's Identity
The Church and Israel
Israel and the Church
Israel's Ethnicity and the Covenants

Chapter 13 Infant Baptism and the Church's Ambiguity
The Visible Church
Baptism--An Act of Faith in Any Case
Ishmael--Kink in the Covenant
Public "Covenanting" and the Lord's Table

Chapter 14 Defining the Baptismal Covenant
Covenant Holiness and Roger Williams
Jonathan Edwards and Covenant Compliance
Promise or Possibility?

Chapter 15 Infant Baptism and Faith Transmission
Conviction and the Covenant
The "All-Comprehensive" Promise
Faith: Vicarious or Victorious?

179
179
187
189
202

209
209
218
228

239
240
247
249
259

267
267
272
277
284

291
291
299
307

311
311
315
317
327

333
333
344
356

369
369
375
384



Chapter 16 Infant Baptism--a Trivial Matter?
The Incarnation, History, & Redemption
Water Baptism Per Se
God’s Immutability
The New Covenant Itself
The “Once-for-All” Sacrifice

Chapter 17 Infant Baptism and the Congregation
Collective Efficacy
Charismatic Dimension
Covenantal Purity
Family Paradigm
Covenant Baptists

Conclusion
Reference List

Index

395
395
397
399
401
403

419
419
422
424
429
432

433

439

457



